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Aims 

 To reflect upon the role of research 

mindedness in social work education; 

 To discuss different approaches to research 

teaching; 

 To situate UK developments within the 

European context. 

 Q: How important is it to teach research in 

social work education? 

 



Timeline: social work research 

 2003 Degree in social work first established; 

 2006 Recognised as distinct discipline-ESRC 

 2007 Social work designated priority area; 

 2008 Development of a SW research strategy 

 2009 School for Social Care Research 

 2010 Research capacity building – RDI; 

 2012 Reform of social work education - E&W. 

 



Competing debates  

 Professionalization 

of social work; 

 Rigour and 

standing of 

discipline; 

 Decision making: 

using research to 

underpin evidence-

based practice. 

 

 

 Work-based 

programmes e.g. 

step up to social 

work and frontline; 

 Skills for practice; 

 Packed curriculum; 

 Privileges EBP; 

 Nuance and 

context. 

 



Inclusion of research in 

international standards for SWE 

 IASSW: ‘..use of research methods, relevant paradigms 

and… critical appreciation of the use of research…’ 

Global Standards 

 theoretical ideas and evidence from international 

research’ will underpin effective social work (Scottish 

Executive, 2003; p. 30); 

 social workers to keep their knowledge and skills up-to-

date, to base their practice on evidence and research of 

what works, to be effective in their interventions and to 

be able to demonstrate the difference they make in 

people's lives’ (Northern Ireland, HSSPS, 2012) 



The study 

 Unfunded research conducted by working 

group of the JSWEC research committee; 

 Early 2013 pilot study qualitative data: course 

aims, content and delivery of  res. teaching; 

 3/13- 11/13 survey 60 HEIs 72% response; 

 Five broad approaches identified. 

 

Fish, J. (2014) Investigating approaches to the teaching of 

research on undergraduate social work programmes: A 

research note. British Journal of Social Work. 1–8  

doi:10.1093/bjsw/bcu132 
 

 



Five models for research teaching  

1. Research 

      informed 

teaching 23% 

2. Educated 

consumers 

35% 

3. Research 

mindedness 

19% 

4. Research 

capacity 

35% 

5. Reflective 

practitioner 

Researchers 

6% 

Use research 

to identify EBI 

with SU 

Critical 

appraisal of lit 

 

Research 

proposal 

Two linked modules 

Methods and 

dissertation 

Two linked modules 

Research 

proposal/ethics 

Or review lit. re 

practice issue 

& Statement of 

relevance for 

practice 

&/or ethical 

application, PI 

Extended lit. 

review or 2ndry 

data analysis 

Empirical 

research/ 

Dissertation 

Links research 

to practice on 

placement 

Linked to 

practice 

through topic 

Operationalise 

topic 

Use of values 

 

Quantitative 

methods or 

extended study 

Research 

emerges from 

/located in 

practice 

Q re search & 

CA skills 

Fit with PCF 

and HCPC 

SCIE/TCSW 

concepts 

 

Develop 

understanding 

of statistics 

Producers of 

research not 

just consumers 



Analysing the findings 

 Most programmes included a distinct module; 

 Use of teaching to deepen understanding of: 

the process of research; search skills; 

knowledge of literature; quantitative methods; 

 More work needed in quantitative methods; 

 Few HEIs included empirical research 

project. 



Embedding research 

mindedness in social work ed. 

 Distinct module contributes to skills 

development in use of research by students; 

 Inclusion of empirical research – asking 

sensitive questions; 

 Transferrable skills for social work; 

 Social workers who are research active – 

contributing identifying topics, developing 

policy and practice; 

 Growing the discipline. 

 



Resources for teaching and 

learning 

 ‘Research-mindedness in social work and social care’ 

http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/researchmindedness/

index.asp 

 (IRISS) Using Evidence toolkit http://toolkit.iriss.org.uk 

 SWAPBox: http://www.swapbox.ac.uk 

 The College of Social Work (2012) Research curriculum 

guide, 

http://www.tcsw.org.uk/uploadedFiles/TheCollege/Media

_centre/5thjulyCurriculum%20Guide_Research_proofed.

pdf 
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